Final Conference
on the 2011 Census of Population, Households and Dwellings in the Republic of Serbia
“All about the 2011 Census”
25 papers were presented at the Conference within six sessions: 

· Basic demographic trends
· Ethno-cultural characteristics of the population
· Migrant population
· International experiences in the implementation of census
· Socio-demographic characteristics of the population
· On dwellings, PES and demographic future of Serbia.

In addition to these papers, another five papers from various fields were presented on posters.  

Conclusions
1. With the wealth of its contents, the 2011 Census has surpassed all previous censuses, thus providing invaluable material not only for an analysis of the current demographic, socio-economic and general social situation in the country, but also for studying demographic and other trends in the period ahead.

2. The results of the 2011 Census show that negative demographic processes continued in the intercensal period – the number of residents went down, the average age went up, as well as the share of the population over 65, while at the same time the share of the young population went down as well. 

3. The ethno-cultural characteristics of the population, primarily the national affiliation and native tongue, although not belonging to the group of the so-called core census topics, still continue to draw major attention of the public both in Serbia and in the neighbouring countries. It is particularly important that in addition to the presentation of the obtained results of the census, the Conference was also used as the venue for analysing the legal aspect of the collection, use and significance of the statistical data on the national, language and religious affiliations of the population.
4. Within the scope of the session dedicated to migrant population, the emphasis was put on the phenomenon of the migration movement transition and the migration feminisation trend. It was pointed out that the migration movements have led, on the one hand, to the concentration of the demographic vitality of Serbia in only few major cities and towns, while on the other hand causing demographic draining, primarily, of the rural areas. The difficult demographic situation in the country is further deteriorated by the outflow of young, educated and employable population abroad. 

5. Regardless of the fact that more than 20 year have passed since the disintegration of the SFRY, the issue of refugees continues to greatly preoccupy the attention of the experts. The event was used to further discuss the territorial distribution of the refugee population, with a special view at the quality of life of this population contingent. 

6. It was pointed out that education is an important factor for the development potential of an area and that census data on educational characteristics of the population, both at the level of the country and at the local level, are of an exceptional importance.

7. Serbia has faced the insufficient births phenomenon early. The completed fertility has been stable for a long time, but it seems that its decline to less than 1.8 in the near future can be forecasted.  

8. The results of the census for the topics that were included into the contents of the census for the first time, such as the data on consensual unions, primary homeless and persons with disability, were analyzed separately.  

9. It was pointed out that homelessness is a complex social phenomenon that requires a comprehensive and coordinated action of all relevant institutions. 

10. The data on the persons with disabilities that were collected during the census are of invaluable significance since they have made up for a huge void or the lack of these data at the level of the country. Particular emphasis was put on the importance of assessing the equal opportunities of this contingent in comparison to the general population, while also pointing out the differences within the very population segment comprising the persons with disabilities. It was pointed out that there is inequality between the persons with disabilities and the general populations in all spheres of life.

11. The PES results are a valuable source of information on data errors. The analysis of these results makes it possible to perceive the problems that occurred during the census, as well as to improve the methodology, organization and implementation of the next census. 

12. The results of the projections show that in the next 30 years the population of the Republic of Serbia will continue to be exposed to the action of the process of demographic aging. According to the low fertility variant, at the end of the projection period, in 2041, more frequently that every fourth resident of Serbia would be over 65. 

13. The representatives of the statistical offices from the surrounding countries presented their experiences in the conduction of the 2011 Census, paying special attention to the challenges they faced during its implementation, thus giving a special contribution to the work of the Conference. The emphasis was put on the problem of data comparability over the time taking into consideration frequent changes in the concept of the so-called usual population from one census to the next. Also, it was pointed out that there was a need that the international recommendations for censuses also provided a unique criteria for the differentiation of settlements into urban and rural ones in order to enable a comparison of data between the countries and also in order to be able to see more adequately within a country the differences in the demographic development of the urban and rural populations.

14. The statisticians agreed that the collection of data using paper forms was outdated and that it was necessary for the implementation of the next census to consider an application of alternative data collection methods such as: self-enumeration using internet, use of laptops or other contemporary devices, etc. 

15. This Conference also showed that cooperation among statisticians in this region is of exceptional importance and that it should certainly be improved in the period to come. 

16. With this Conference, the cooperation that was established between the researchers and statisticians in 2008, at the very beginning of the organizational and methodological preparations for the census, has been brought to a significantly higher level.   

17. Finally, we may conclude that the organization of this final conference made a special mark on the 2011 Census. 

